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Iran: Talks wit

h US to focus solely on
nuclear issue, lifting sanctions 0

Iranian MPs Condemn Qur’an Desecration in Amsterdam

TEHRAN -- Over 170 members of Iran’s parliament on
Sunday strongly condemned the recent act of desecration
against the Holy Qur ‘an in the Dutch capital.

In a statement, the lawmakers denounced the incident,
which involved an extremist individual burning a copy of
the Qur ‘an on outside Amsterdam s city hall on April 2.

Describing the act as deeply offensive and a divect as-
sault on the beliefs of over a billion Muslims worldwide,
the statement said such actions not only violate the sanc-
tity of a holy book but also threaten peaceful coexistence
and mutual respect among societies

The Iranian lawmakers emphasized that while everyone

(Continued on Page 7)

Iran, Russia Move to Implement Strategic Treaty

MOSCOW (IRNA) - Iran’s ambassador to Russia says
the recently-signed comprehensive strategic partnership
treaty between Tehran and Moscow has opened a new
chapter in bilateral relations, and the two sides are study-
ing practical measures to implement the agreement

“The signing of the comprehensive strategic treaty be-
tween the two countries has paved the way for us fo enter
a new phase of relations, " Kazem Jalali said.

The ambassador said a working group has been estab-
lished at the Iranian Embassy in Moscow to explore prac-
tical measures to implement the treaty

According to the embassy, five articles of the treaty focus

(Continued on Page 7)

Iran on Full Alert
Againsalt all Plots
—

Memorizers to
Represent Iran in
ibya Competition

Lebanese Sagesse
to Secure WASL
Second Place

" Pro-Palestinian
Rallies Held
in Several
Countries

Immortal Lessons of a
Crucial Battle

By: Seyyed Ali Shahbaz

“When you were fleeing without paying any attention to anyone, while the Prophet was
calling you from your rear, He requited you with grief upon grief, so that you may not grieve
Sfor what you lose nor for what befalls you, and Allah is well aware of what you do.

“Then He sent down to you safety afier grief —a drowsiness that came over a group of
you— while another group, anxious only about themselves, entertained false notions about
Allah, notions of [pagan| ignorance. They say, ‘Do we have any role in the matter?* Say,
“Indeed the matter belongs totally to Allah.” They hide in their hearts what they do not
disclose to you. They say, ‘Had we any role in the matter, we would not have been slain
here."Say, ‘Even if you had remained in your houses, those destined to be slain would have
set out toward the places where they were laid to rest, so that Allah may test what is in your
breasts, and that He may purge what is in your hearts, and Allah knows best what is in the
breasts.

“Those of you who fled on the day when the two hosts met, only Satan had made them
stumble because of some of their deeds. Certainly Allah has excused them, for Allah is All-
forgiving, all-forbearing.” (Holy Qur ‘an 3:153, 154, 155)

The All-Wise Creator has immortalized certain events in His Last, Final and Universal
Seripture in order to differentiate between truth and falsehood by heeding the lessons of
history,.

Today, Shawwal 15 is the anniversary of one such event. It had occurred in the year 3 AH when
the pagan Arabs of Mecca descended upon Medina with a massive force of well-equipped
infidels intending to avenge the disastrous defeat they had suffered a year before at Badr at the
hands of a mere 313 ill-equipped Muslims when they imposed the first ever armed encounter
upon Prophet Muhammad (SAWA).

The neo Muslims in Medina, among whom there was a
lip service to Islam but were devoid of faith in their hea

ble number of those who pay only
errified at the prospects of

Ayatollah Khamenei Stresses in Meeting With Commanders:

Need for Maximum Preparedness

double dards of the global op-
pressors in permitting themselves
to possess the most severe and
catastrophic types of weapons
while deeming defensive prog-
ress by others as impermissible.

The Leader said the preserva-
tion and enhancement of software
preparedness in society requires
the efforts of various sectors, in-
cluding the national broadcasting
organization and propagational
institutions.

“Fortunately, today the country
is not only far ahead in terms of
hardware readiness compared to
the past, but it is also very ad-
vanced in terms of software.

“An example of this is the inde-
scribable enthusiasm of hundreds
and thousands of faithful and
highly motivated young people
eager to participate in fields that
require struggle,” the Leader said.
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Iran says no
direct talks while

threats persist, US
discussions ‘positive
so far’

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
man said Iran did not reject direct negotia-
tions with the US. so it could skirt such en-
gagement based on ideology. Rather, it made
no sense for it to talk face-to-face while
Washington continues to sanction, threaten,
and try to intimidate Iran.

Esmail Baghaei made the remarks during
an interview with Iranian TV, where he de-
scribed indirect Saturday talks between Iran
and the United States as “positive”.

“We believe indirect negotiations offer
the most effective path to resolving the
sanctions issue,” Baghaei explained, add-
ing, “Direct negotiation is unproductive in
the face of threats, sanctions, and intimi-
dation. There is no ideological basis for this
position.” » Page 2

Regional countries
endorse diplomatic
pathas Iran, US
engage in indirect
talks in Muscat

TEHRAN - The launch of indirect nucle-
ar negotiations between Iran and the Unit-
ed States in the Omani capital has drawn
widespread praise from regional powers,
who hailed the diplomatic initiative as a
constructive step toward de-escalation and
long-term regional stability.

The first round of hish-stakes talks tank
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