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Tehran welcomes
PKK leader’s call to
dismantle arms

TEHRAN - Tehran has welcomed the Kurd-
istan Workers' Party (PKK) call for disarma-
ment, hailing it as a significant step towards
ending violence and boosting regional secu-
rity.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran welcomes
any process that leads to the cessation of
terrorism and the strengthening of security
in our neighbor Turkey, and hopes this devel-
opment will have positive effects at the re-
gional level," Foreign Ministry Spokesperson
Esmail Bagaei said in a statement on Friday.

PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan urged all
groups to lay down arms and proposed the
PKK's dissolution.

“I am making a call for the laying down of
arms and | take on the historical responsibil-
ity for this call;” he wrote in a letter read out
by Kurdish politicians in Istanbul on Thurs-
day. “All groups must lay down their arms
and the PKK must dissolve itself"

Iranian, Qatari
culture ministers
emphasize
expansion of
cultural cooperation
TEHRAN-The culture ministers of Iran and
Qatar met during the Iran’s Cultural Week
in Doha and discussed aspects of cultural

co-operation between the two countries and
ways to develop them

The Iranian minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Seyed Abbas Salehi met his Qatari
counterpart Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Ham-
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Saudi, Iranian Foreign Ministers Hold Phone Talks

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
and his Saudi counterpart Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud
discussed over phone the regional developments and an
upcoming meeting of the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC) in Jeddah.

The OIC, a 57-member organization aimed at strength-
ening solidarity among Islamic countries, is expected 1o

address critical issues affecting the Muslim world, in-

cluding political, economic, and security challenges.
\

Iran Condemns Terrorist Attack on Worshipers in Pakistan

TEHRAN — Iran on Friday condemned a deadly suicide
attack on worshipers in Pakistan, calling for collabora-
tion among the regional countries and constant fight on
the perpetrators, organizers and financiers of terrorism
in order to counter this heinous phenomenon.

The strong condemnation by Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baghaei came after a powerful blast killed
at least five people and injured 20 others during Friday
prayers at Madrassa-e-Hagqania in Nowshera district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

1446, Price 500,000 Rials

Pezeshkian:
Iran Open to
Talks but Not

. Bullying

Iran Welcomes Ocalan’s
Call on PKK to Disband

TEHRAN — Iran on Friday welcomed
the call by Turkey’s jailed militant
leader Abdullah Ocalan on his Kurd-
ish group to lay down arms and dissolve
in order to end four decades of conflict
which has claimed tens of thousands of
lives.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Ismaeil Baghaei said the deci-
sion is an “important step™ to re-
ject violence.

Tehran supports any initiative
that contributes to curbing ter-
rorism and enhances security in
Turkey, he said, expressing hope
that the development will have
a positive impact across the re-
gion.

Ocalan’s call Thursday has
far-reaching political and se-

—amis A

g B+

act a new constitution that could
allow him to stay in power.

The  Turkish  constitution
doesn’t allow Erdogan, who
has been in power since 2003 as.
prime minister and later as presi-
dent, to run for office again un-
less an early election is called.

That would require the support
of the pro-Kurdish opposition
DEM party in parliament. The
party has long pressed for greater
democracy in Turkey, rights for
the country’s Kurdish population
and to improve conditions for the
imprisoned Ocalan.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the PKK’s leadership,
which is based in northern Iraq.

Iraq’s Kurdistan regional presi-
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Tehran Mosalla
to Become
World’s Largest

Freestylers Win
Three Medals at
Muhamet Malo
Ranking Series

Over 120
Hezbollah
Martyrs Laid to
Rest in Lebanon
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TEHRAN - The Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy on Thurs-
day took delivery of the Shahid Rais Ali
Delvari warship and dozens of fast at-
tack craft equipped with missile launch-

ing systems.
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naval doctrine and criteria, Sa-

Iranian port city of Bushehr.
Speaking at the ceremony, Adm.
Tangsiri said the new Iranian
warship can carry three missile-
launching vessels and a helicop-
ter on board Il can be equipped
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the unveiled vessels today, was a
fast attack craft with a breakneck
velocity of 110 knots (203 km/h).

In an address to the event, Gen.
Salami said the naval units of the
force have slgmfczmlly devel-
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lami added.

The IRGC chief commander
underlined that his force’s home-
grown naval missiles outperform

their nominal rang; hccausc lhey
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